
L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  D E A N  

DEAR AIUMNI,  CLARK SOCIETY MEMBERS, AND FRIENDS: E7enty years ago, on August 27, theJ Reuben Clark Law Schoo! 

opened its doors Twenty years is a long time, but to many of us  it s e e m  like yesterday Some of you may recall our early days at 

St Francis School, the first two years, in fac t ,  until we built the beaut@ building we have now Soine ofyou enjoyed sitting in  

the “Great Hall,” literal<y at the feet of expert teachers like Woody Deem, Dallin Oaks, and Monroe McKay Certainly all of us 

have benefitted f rom the Law School and our association with it, whether that association has been throughout the school’s 

twenty-year h i s toy  or only during the last fw years, 3 In some z~~ays,  i t  seems longer than twenty years since the Law School 

began-so much has happened. In the Law School’s first decade, we  earned accreditation by the American Bar Association, 

received membership in the Association of American Lazv Schools, and were chartered as a chapter in the Order of the Coif T h e  

American Inn of Court movement, which now has over 125 Inns nationwide, started with i t s j r s t  Inn at the BYU Law School in 

I980  Members of our first two graduating classes were selected as clerks by Chief Justice Warren E. Burger and]zistice Lewis E 

Powell, ]K % Oztr tradition of excellence continued through our second decade, with students doirzg extremely i v d  in izatioiznl 

moot court and trial advocaq covapetitions, editing three excellent scholarly journals, teaching in  local high schools, and p r o d  

ieg pro bono legal service through LniuHelp In oui twentieth year, another graduate, Stephen M Sargent, was selected to clerk 

fo r  ChiefJustice lVilliam Rehnquist, bringing our total of Supreme Court clerks to eight T h e  success of ozii students has been 

matched by the quality of our faculty, who have distinguished themselves with thorough and highly signijicant scholarship Out 

graduates have demonstrated their strong training through consistently passing bar examinations, by succeeding in  private and 

coiporate practice and in government service, and by faithfully serving their communities 3 The  Lazv School has matured, our 

j r s t  dean now president of Brigham Iioung University and our third deun izoz~7 prmost Several faculty have retired, mzd two of 

our much-loved meinbeis, Woody Deem and Zrq1 Crapo, have passed away Three former students have joined the faculty, and a 

sense of continuity and yiogiess is evident % The  Last twenty years have, no doubt, also beeiz signzfieant i n  your own lives as  y x t  

have built both your families and your careers Most of you have established youiselves in successful ICIW practices in large and 

smallfirms, in cities and in rural areas Some of yozc have gone on to serve as mayors, state legislators, county attorneys, judges, 

and law professors One  vf your mmher ,  Bill Orton, is serving in the II S House of Representatives Perhaps most important is 

the happiness you have found in semice to your families, to your conzmunities, and to your Church. I t  is in the individual lives of 

our graduates thut the strength of the Law School is most evident r, This year promises to be exciting. Besides our annual nctiv- 

ities and symposia, we have planned various events to commemorate the Law School’s 20th anniversav, including a Founders 

f lay  Convocation, a v i s i t j o m  United States Supreme Court Justice Anthony il/I Kennedy, and a series of classes and lectures on 

constitutional reform by professor-in-residence Judge Alalcolm Willzey T h e  Law School has also been selected to host this year ’s 

Western Regional Trial Advocacy Competition a W e  have planned our activities this year in a format that w e  hope will provide 

YOU with as many opportunities as possible to come back and visit Take a close look at the calendar on  the page opposite 1 think 

you will f ind the activities worth fitting in your schedule. From the excitement of the national moot court competition to the ease 

of the Annual Alunzni/Law Society Dinner, zve invite you to once again enjoy your association with one anothel: 1 A closing 

note This is a year of remembering, a chance to look back with fondness on the joys, hopes, and experiences we’ve all shared It is 

also a year of renewals, an occasion to reestablish old ties and to build new ones. w We want you  to know that we consider each 

of you-students, graduates, nongraduate meinbers of the Law Society, and benefactors-equal shareholders in the Law School’s 

success. In the words of our founding dean, Rex E Lee: “ln our hands we hold the responsibility of seeing to it that the next [20] 

years-and the next and the next in perpetuity-will be just us good as the first 1201 ” -DEAN 1-1 REESE HANSEN 


