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'1'IIANK YOU VERY RIUCH, PRESIDEN'I' OAKS, FOR THAT 

SCI-IOT,ARIY' ADDRESS I THINK THESE STUI)ENI'S W L I ,  

APPRECIATE I T  R1OHE AS THEY PURSUE '1 ' lIElR I ,A\Y 

$ ELDER RENSON OF T H E  BOARD 0 1 ;  T K A I N I N G  

TKLIS'I'EES, COI\/IRIlSSIONEK RIMVELL,  PRESIDENT 01\1<5, 

DEAN LEE, MEMBERS OF '1'IIE 1,AW FACULTY, FRIENDS, 

AND PARTICULARLY YOU S T U D E N T S  OF T H I S  F I R S I '  

CTASS AT T H E  J R E U B E N  CLARK 1 , A W  SCHOOL:  5 

1 9 7 3 ,  T O  T H E  L A W  S C H O O L ' S  F I R S T  C L A S S  

. -  - _____~~ 

TO AYPKECIATE ' r m  REASON THE CHURCH I S  

ESTABLISHING A SCHOOT, OF LAW HERE A T  BR1GHAR.i 

YOUNG UNIVERSITY, ONE ICIUS'I' IIAVE SOME UNDER-  

STANDING O F  T H E  CHUKCIl  01: J E S U S  C H R I S T  O F  

LATTER-DAY Si l lNTS A N D  KNOW A N D  REALIZE 

SOMETHING A B O U T  ITS NATURE AND ITS PURPOSE 

BASIC 1'0 SUCH AN UNDERSTANDING IS i\ KNOWLEDGE 

I\ND ACCEPTANCE OF A FEW FUNDt1kIENTAL VEKI'I'IES: 

.~ ~ -~ __ 
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First-That wc humans “arc 
begotten sons ancl claughtcra unto 
C;od” (D8tC: 7h:24) 

Ceconci-That mortality is but one 
phase, alhcit a n  inc1ispensal)le phase, 
ot our to ta l  existence 

I’hird-That C h d  crcatccl us that 
n c  ”might hriw joy“ (2 Nc 2:25) and  
that i t  is his purpose and his i t w k  
and his glory “to bring t o  pass the 
immortality and etcrnal life of man” 
(hloses 1:39), which is the highest 
form and type o f  joy and happiness 

hcxt--‘I h a t  Gocl has provided i n  
the gospel of Jesus Christ thc true 
and onl? {i;i! 1,) n h i c h  men can 
actiic.\rc that  otijcctivc 

I iltti- 1 tint I’he Church of Jesus 
hrist of I :itter-da! \airits is ( d ’ s  

d i \  i nc.1) cstalll islied progra i n  t hroirgh 
\\ liic h he teaches and ;idministers 

5ixth- I’hat the manner in uhich 
\ ~ e  respond to C;od’s direction as he 
gi\es i t  in the gospel \ t i l l  clcterrninc 
our rlestin~ I tic. I orci reiealecl the 
gospel t o  .Idam in t he  vcr! heginning 
, \ I ]  t h e  prophets from .Idam t o  our 
present prophet, I’rcsiclcnt f Iiiroltl I3 
I rc,  ha\c  taught i t  I inic and time 
again \I hvri i t  has l ieen lost through 
apo’;tas\, thc I or i l  has restorccl i t  1 he 
l as t  restoration 0 1  both the gospel ancl  
the C’hu rch \\‘as through the Prophet 
Joseph Smith during the first part of 
the 19th century 

Upon the C’hurch the l a r d  has, in 
thcsc last d w s ,  put the rcsponsibilit!. 
to teach the gospel just as hc. put the 
rc.sponsil)ilit!r upon thc pri mitive 
church \ \hen  he said to his apostles, 
“ C 1 o  vc. into all the i w r l c t ,  a n d  preach 
the gospel t o  ever; creature IIc that 
t)clic\ cth and is liapti/cd shall be 
sa\ccl” (Rlark 16:15- lh)  

Rluch o f  lvhat the Lord revcaled t o  

the Prophet Joseph Smith concerned 
theoloh7; some of it, however, dealt 
nit11 general education For example: 

thc. gospt4 

iiz the reszirrectiorz 
.4nd if u yersoti gains wore knoiidedgc. 

mzd irztelligeiice iii this life through his 
diligence N H L ~  obedience t h m  mother, he 
i id l  h e  so wmch the ahantuge  iiz the 

I’ursuunt to thcsc instructions, con- 
cerning general education, t h e  Church 
has set up its educational system, 
including Rrigham h u n g  University 
B u t ,  in addition to what the Lord said 
to the Prophet Joseph Smith about 
general education, he spoke specifically 
ahout lait’ Concerning the rule of law; 
hc clcclarcd that 

I i i  r t h e r h e said, 

I he I ord rctcrrcd directly to  thc 
la\\ of the L ln i td  States: 

3 I odern sc rip t u re it1 e n t i  fics 
.\incrica as the land of Zion I’hc Lord 
ad\~iscd Joseph Smith that he, hiniselt ,  
had taken a hand in establishing the 
supreme Ian of this land, speaking 
directl\r of the Constitution of the 
United States 

In 1833 he instructed the Saints  
“to  importunc for [a ]  redress” (D&IIC’, 
101:81-101) tor iirongs suftc‘rcd I), 
t h c m  in Afissouri “xcording to the 
h \ \ s  a n d  constitution of the people, 
\\rhich I have suf‘lc.red t o  IIC cstkib- 
lishecl, and should he maintained for 
the rights and protection 01 all flesh, 
according t o  just and holy principles” 
(D&C 101:77) It’s perfectly plain 
here, as l’rcsiclcnt Oaks has alreacl) 
indicated, that this la\-\-thc “general 
principles”-is tor the protection of’ all 
flesh and \ \ i l l  b e  in force nhen he 
whose right it  is t o  reign, reigns and 
controls ‘;And tor this purpose ha\$e I 
established the Constitution of this 
land, tly the hands of mise men {{horn 
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I raised up unto this very purpose” 
(D&C 101:80) 

be trustees would like this srhool to r g e r t  the aura czf President J Rezlbeiz C l a d ,  J.-- 

mi a u m  generated by faith, virtue, integrity, industry, schola.YShip, mid patriotism. 

And now, verily 1 say unto yuu con- 
cerning the laws of the land . 

that law of the land which is con- 
stitutional, supporting that principle of 
freedom in maintaining rights and privi- 
leges, belongs to  all mankind, and is jus- 
tijable befOre me. 

Therefore, I ,  the Lord, j u s t th  you, 
and your brethren of my church, in 
behending that law which is the consti- 
tutional law of the land [D&C 98:4-61 

The board of trustees, in establish- 
ing this school of law, did so that there 
may be an institution in which you, the 
members of this cIass, and all those 
who shall follow you, may “obtain a 
knowledge of [the] Iaws o f ,  . . man” in 
the light of the “laws of God ” 

Prcsidcnt Brigham Young, after 
criticizing the conduct of certain 
lawyers, said: 

Noiq I request our brethren to go and 
study law, so that when they meet any of 

And then on another occasion, he 
said, “Get up classes for the study of 
law” (Journal of Discourses 12: 32) 

Now another question to which I 
wish to respond is: Why name this 
school the J Reuben Clark Law 
School? To all of you who knew 
President J. Reuben Clark or who have 
learned about him and learned of the 
preeminence he attained in the field of 
government and law-particularly in 
the fields of international and United 
States constitutional law-the answer 
is obvious In announcing the decision 
to establish this law school, President 
Harold B Lee said: 

We ivould hope that this institution 
might be instrumental in developing states- 
men, as exemplijed b y  the life of] Reuben 
Clark, JK-men not only with unsurpassed 
excellence of training in  the law, but also 
with unwavering- faith that the 
Constitution of the United States was 
divinely inspired and written b./ men 
whom Cod raised up  for that very yztrpvse 

I recommend that you law students 

for every student and faculty member 
of the J Reuben Clark Law School 

The trustees would like this school 
to reflect the aura of President J 
Reuben Clark, Jr -an aura generated 
by faith, virtue, integrity, industry, 
scholarship, and patriotism Now, with 
respect to these virtues as they were 
possessed by President Clark: 

f a i t h  
Although President Clark was separat- 
ed from the body of “the Church” 
most of his adult life, his faith never 
wavered An eminent nonmember 
judge, with whom he was long and 
intimately associated, said that he 
ncvcr hcard l’residen t Clark speak 
puldicly without declaring his faith 
At his farewe11 dinner, before a non- 
member audience, speaking of Jesus, 
President Clark said: 

For us Christians he is the Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of the living God, the 
Creator under God, of the earth, the 
Redeemer of the world, our Savior, the 
First Fruits of the resurrection, ialhich 

this kind of lazvyers they will be able to 
thwart their vile plans I do not by any 
means say these things of all layyers, for 
we have good and jus t  men who are 
lawyers, and we would like to h.ave a 
great many more Uournal of Discourses, 
vol 16 (London: Latter-day Saints’ 
Book Depot, 1854-86), 91 

On another occasion, he said: 

lf I could get my own feelings 
answered, 1 would have law in  our school 
book, and have our youth study law at 
school Then lead their minds to study the 
decisions and counsels of the just  and the 
wise, and not forever be studying how to 
get the advantage of their neighbor. This 
is wisdom pournal of Discourses 16:9] 

and you faculty members familiarize 
yourselves with President Clark’s 
accomplishments and with his writ- 
ings Dr David H Yarn, J r ,  as 
President Oaks has already said, has 
been commissioned to write his biog- 
raphy The first part of the biography, 
as explained by President Oaks, has 
already been published, I recommend 
to you, Dean Lee, that the complete 
biography, when it is finished, together 
with Stand Fast by O u r  Constitution, 
a compilation of President Clark’s 
addresses, and the 1973 spring edition 
of BYU Studies, containing outstand- 
ing articles under the caption, “J. 
Reuben Clark, J r ,  Diplomat and 
Statesman”--I recommend that these 
four publications be required reading 

comes to all born tu this earth, believer 
and unbeliever d ike ,  the only name 
under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved [Harold B Lce, 
Behold the Lamb of God, hewordl  

President Clark kept the Sabbath 
day holy, wherever he was While he 
was serving as United States ambas- 
sador to Mexico, he regularly went on 
Sundays to sacrament meetings and 
worshipped with the humble Mexican 
Saints who, barefoot and meagerly 
clothed, met in a small, dirt-floor 
adobe house furnished only with 
rough-hewn logs for benches. 

Virtue 
He thus voiced his standard of virtue 
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in a conference sermon, October 9, 
1938: 

And now you young people-May I 
directly entreat you to be chaste Please 
believe me when 1 say that chastity is 
worth more than l i f .  itself This is the 
doctrine my  parents taught me; it is 
truth Better die chaste than live 
unchaste The  salvation of your very 
souls is concerned in this. 

1 ask you young women to believe me 
when 1 say that any young mun who 

demands your chastity as the price of his 
love, is spiritually unclean, and is offer- 
ing something that is not worth the pur- 
chase price; his love will turn to ashes 
under your touch; it will lead you to mis- 
ery and shame; and too ofteiz it will curse 
you with dread disease 

. 

at that time, he said, “The statement 
is true I would prefer to lose with it in 
the speech than to win with it omit- 
ted” (see Herndon’s Lqe of Lincoln, 
324-5). That’s the kind of integrity 
President Clark had 

Dr Yam, in the monograph referred 
to by President Oaks, tells of President 
Clark receiving a request, on one 
occasion, to help persuade the Utah 
legislature to make a $100,000 appro- 
priation for a cause which President 
Clark promoted, but the sum asked for 
he thought was excessive In his 
response, after expressing his interest 
in the project, he said: 

Frankly and freely, 1 believe you are 

. . . this is not a hasty conclusion 1 
asking too much 

he really thought [Young Reuben, 1 141 

Industry 
President Clark’s zeal for industry as 
expressed in precept and example is 
proverbial As his biographer has said, 

[Clark] was endowed with a tremendous 
capacity for work, with a comparable 
degree of initiative and perseverance, 
with a deep thirst for learning, and with 
an  intellect and will to equal them 

In his professional lqe there were 
times he worked continuously for thirty- 
six hours or more to finish a job For 
many people who worked with him or 
came to know him, he zvas a symbol of 
work At least once i ~ i  his career he said 
his first, middle, and last nanzes were 
work [Young Reuben, 3 ,  151 

To you young men 1 say that any 
woman who comes to you offering her 
person outside of legal wedlock, is playing 
the harlot [Conference Report, 
October 1938, I381 

Integri ty  
President Clark was the epitome of 
integrity. He measured to Lincoln’s 
standard You will recall that one time 
when Lincoln was preparing his great 
“House Divided” speech, he had in 
mind putting in it the following state- 
ment He read his prepared speech to 
some of his friends who urged him not 
to put it in because it would surely 
prove his undoing The sentence was, 

A house divided against itself cannot 
stand 1 believe this government cannot 
endure, permanently half slave and half 
free. I do not expect the house to fall- 
but I do expect it will cease to be divided 
[Abraham Lincoln, Log Cabin to White 
House, 1531 

When they urged him not to say that 

have thought the matter over veyy care- 
f i l ly,  and have not been able to see my 
ziwy clear to honestly recommend to your 
representatives the appropriation of the 
amount you ask fo. 

r f  you would say that you will 
drop the $100,000 and work for the 
$54,000 you may count on my  active co- 
operation to the very limit of my poor 
ability; but if you still reach after the 
larger amount, you will at once see it will 
be better if I keep quiet; and 1 promise 
you that I shall do that [David H Yarn, 
Young Reuben, 1 141 

Then Dr. Yarn comments: 

T h e  frankness in this letter was to 
become a distinguishing characteristic of 
M r  Clark’s correspondence and dealings 
with men throughout his long career. 
Although his recommendations many 
times did not contain what others bad 
hoped to receive, nonetheless his candor 
and complete honesty contributed greatly 
to men’s confidence in him for thty kneau 
they could depend upon him to say what 

Scholarship 
Dr James E ’Talmage, under whose 
direction President CIark did his first 
post-elementary studying, is quoted as 
saying, “He possessed the brightest 
mind ever to leave Utah” (Young 
Reuben, 7 1). 

He was not only blessed with a 
superior mind, but “His religious faith 
provided him with a set of values and a 
perspective to help him see the tempo- 
ral in the light of the eternal” (Young 
Reuben, 44) 

Herein lies much of President 
Clark’s greatness He was so eager to 
learn that even in his teens he would 
work all day in the fields and then read 
such books as Napoleon and His 
Marshalls during the evening 

His mind went directly to the crux 
of the matter He never mistook the 
obiter dictum for the gravamen of a 
legal decision 

He obtained a profound knowledge 
of history, particularly of political and 
legal history It can truly be said of 
him, as he said of the framers of the 

~~~ ~ 
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Athens, in Paris, and in London” (in 
Conference Kcport, April 1957, 48) 

,‘is a stiident of history of t h e  
Inited States, its constitution, and 
he government, he  had few, if any, 
w r s  N o  rcccss of this vital area 
scaped his pcnotrating, exhaustive 
esearch In this field he ranked with 
hc giants of the Constitutional 
.hnvention John Bassctt Rloore, an 

’15 l’rcsiclent I ee said: 

Patr iot ism 

Lo\\ just 11 nord in conclusion to 
) o i l  lortunatc studcnts i t  ho hate becn 
selectud to constitute thc first cluss in 
this la\$ school Because you are the 
first, you \ \ i l l  be, as a group, probably 
more widcly kno\tn than any other 
class You have been admitted 
for your superior qualifications 
Appreciate your opportunities; make 
the best of them Set a high standard 
for \‘our successors to emulate Iiiu 

President Clark’s patriotism knelt no kno\\ \ thy you arc hcrc, what your 
hounds He loved his country as he school, the board of trustees, your oivn 
lovcd his church To use his o\zn ivords: loved ones, and, yes, your Father in 

I’hat God may gilre I O U  the courage 
and faith t o  meet your uhallengc, 1 
humbly pray, in the name uf Jestis 
Amen 


