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BENSOI 
“Eiierybody knolra what a T I< 0 is, 

but who’s ever heard ofiin N 0 V ? 

And the whole ii~orld knows 117hat 

a good kick-off return looks like, 

but  what’s  all this j a z z  about  

wri ts  of mandamus and diversity 

jurisdiction?’-Dee Benson, “Sports 

Shorts-The Other Side of Legal 

Briefs,” 2 Clark Memorandum 2 

(October 22, 1975) 

hen Dee Benson was 
a third-year law student and the 
Clark Memorandum was a stu- 
dent-produced tabloid, Benson’s 
good-natured irreverence was 
needed and (usually) appreciat- 
ed by the law school community 
In the 15 years since then, 
Benson’s high spirits and hard 
work have taken him through 
private practice, corporate prac- 
tice, positions on the U S 
Senate staff, and stints as an 
assistant U S. attorney general 
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C L A R K  M E M O R A N D U M  

and as U S attorney for Utah Now he is the self-described 
“rookie” judge on the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Utah. Undoubtedly, he has mastered “all that jazz” about 
non obstante verdicto, writs of mandamus, and diversity juris- 
diction Yet his own assessment, after two months as 
JRCLS’s first graduate to be a federal district judge, is that 
he’s “learning the job ” 

Benson’s style, which is consistently described by those 
who know him as “laid back,” masks what Professor J. 

“Dee can easily shift gears from legal professional to 
husband and father,” Warner says “A lot of people are out- 
standing lawyers but are failures as parents. Dee genuinely 
likes his kids and is involved in their lives ” 

“He’s a remarkable family person,” says BYU President 
Rex Lee, who, like Fleming, was Benson’s jogging partner in 
Washington, D C Rex and Janet Lee and Dee and Patty 
Benson had children who were playmates and both families 
lived in the same McLean, Virginia, ward When the two men 

Nor has he let his family life or church 
commitments get out of balance. Paul 
Warner, an assistant U S attorney who 
was Benson’s law school classmate and has since worked 
with him in the U S. Attorney’s Office, cites examples both 
of Benson’s church service-he currently teaches a mis- 
sionary preparation class-and of time spent unofficially 
helping and comforting those who have been faced with a 
crisis or a tragedy. “But he does it quietly,” Warner says 
“There are dozens of people who think of Dee as their best 
friend, and I’m one of them ” 

Benson’s family has always been at the top of his list. 
His wife, Patty, says, “When he’s home, he’s home Dee is 
the kind of person who can forget about the office and 
just play. He provides the fun for the family ” Benson 
recently settled a dispute between two of the couple’s four 
children, Patty describes, by claiming judiciously that he’d 
decide the issue as he did at  work. “Then he  pulled a 
quarter out of his pocket and flipped it.” 

federal bench.” Frank Madsen, who worked with 
Benson on Senator Orrin Hatch’s 
staff for several years, agrees. “Dee 

Benson has the right kind of ambition He doesn’t want 
to climb over others; he helps others and continues to 
grow himself.” Madsen sees the federal judgeship as the 
natural outgrowth of Benson’s work in government, as 
well as his love for any sporting or intellectual challenge 
And for the time being, the challenges of the federal 
bench are quite enough “Right now,” the new judge 
says, “I’ve had to hire clerks and a secretary and a court 
reporter and learn how to docket and schedule-I’m try- 
ing to learn and to figure all of this out ” 

Yet Benson appears to already have a good handle on his 
new job. When asked about his own personality as com- 
pared to the stereotypical “judicial temperament,” he says, 
“Any judge brings his or her own personality to the bench. 
My idea of the stereotypical judicial temperament is not the 
best, and I try to be cordial and courteous.” 
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There are also disadvantages to being a federal judge, he 
says “One peril of the job is that people are more flattering, 
and I know they don’t mean it It feels more isolated than 
the other jobs I’ve had, but not as much as I was warned it 

Judge Benson. 

the self-described “rookie” judge. 

recently conducted his 

first naturalization ceremony. 

Benson hasn’t changed much since his days at Jordan High 
School in Sandy, Utah, Warner adds, except to develop the 
polish and maturity to go along with the values and character 
that enable him to be as respectful to “the security guard and 

mold,” he has a work ethic that “won’t stop.” Warner recalls 
how when Benson served as U.S. Attorney for Utah, he  
worked longer and harder than anyone in the U.S Attorney’s 
Office Yet Warner is quick to add that  Benson is not a 
workaholic: “ H e  works hard  when h e  works and plays 

maybe a little more demanding, but that 
could be the start-up costs of learning 
the job.” Kenson explains that he imme- 
diately became the judge for about 350 
cases given him by his colleagues, some 
of which were “way down the road ” 

Those who know Benson, however, 
have no doubt in his ability to manage 
such a caseload “He has a rare gift to 
pick up and master a new legal concept 
faster than anyone I’ve seen,” says 
Warner, who emphasizes that although 
his friend doesn’t “fit the stan’dard 

tion, friends say that Benson is still characterized as someone 
with a sense of fun, relaxed competence, and wholehearted 
excellence in caring for people and getting the job done 

Lisa B.  Hawkins ,  ’80, is t h e  director of t h e  Legal W r i t i n g  

uinely succeeded while being a nice guy ” 
Benson is still finding ways to live life 

on his own schedule-although every day 
is now filled with appointments and obli- 
gations But a settlement or delay will 
unexpectedly free a block of time and 
allow him to catch up at work, at home, 
or wherever his attention is most needed 
And Warner notes that Benson will still 
take a couple of hours off for a school 
play or parent-teacher conference and 
then return to the office in the evening to 
make up the time. Even in his new posi- 
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