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want to share some 
thoughts on the cover of the 
program of the International 

Law and Religion Symposium, 
why I picked the photo, and what 
it means to me. The picture is of 
a woman in a refugee camp and 
was taken by Their Story Is Our 
Story, an organization formed by 
members of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints who 
identify with migrants because of 
our religious tradition’s experi-
ence with forced migration. They 
have a book in which they docu-
ment the stories of those who 
face persecution, giving a voice 
to the voiceless.1

	 I love a statement made by 
one of my own religious leaders 
that I believe applies with equal 

force to those suffering religious 
persecution. He was speaking 
of refugees, but you can take a 
little liberty and translate the 
word refugee into “victim of 
persecution.” He said:

	 Being a refugee may be a 
defining moment in the lives of 
those who are refugees, but being 
a refugee does not define them. 
Like countless thousands before 
them, this will be a period—we 

hope a short period—in their lives. 
Some of them will go on to be 
Nobel laureates, public servants, 
physicians, scientists, musicians, 
artists, religious leaders, and 
contributors in other fields. Indeed, 
many of them were these things 
before they lost everything. This 
moment does not define them, but 
our response will help define us.2

	 I love that phrase: “our 
response will help define us.”  

I think that sums up what we 
have tried to address here 
this year. Our response to the 
persecution we see throughout 
the world—how will we let that 
define us? We have heard so 
much about the challenges, 
the courage, and the need for 
articulate defenders for those 
facing persecution. I have been 
particularly moved by so many 
of you who have clearly been 
defined by your response to 
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persecution. And I appreciate 
the example of courage and 
humility many of you give to 
me in being willing to admit 
failings in your own communi-
ties, because certainly this is a 
challenge for us all.
	 Academics who study 
empathy identify concern for 
others as one of its aspects. 
Harvard psychiatry profes-
sor Dr. Helen Riess defined 
this empathetic concern as 
an “inner motivation that 
moves people to respond and 
express the urge to care about 
another person’s welfare”3 and 
has noted that this is deeply 
influenced by our environment. 
We have more concern for 
those in need who resemble us. 
We have more concern for the 
suffering of one person than for 
the suffering of many. We feel 
less concern if we think that 
others deserve to suffer. We 
feel less concern if we think we 
have a higher social status.4 I 
think probably those cover all of 
us; we are all guilty of this.
	 Two of my heroes are 
Václav Havel and Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn. Havel wrote of 
the power of the powerless. He 
noted how “the world[s] of the 
powerful and . . . the power-
less . . . are never divided by 
a sharp line: everyone has a 
small part of himself in both.”5 
Solzhenitsyn similarly wrote, 

“[T]he line separating good 
and evil passes not through 
states, nor between classes, nor 
between political parties either—
but right through every human 
heart.”6

	 I started these comments 
by saying I would explain why 
I picked this picture, but I have 
not quite gotten there yet, so I 
am going to conclude by explain-
ing what this photo means to 
me. When I saw this picture, it 
immediately spoke to me. You 

have heard from my colleague 
Professor Brett Scharffs about 
the Punta del Este Declaration,7 
and you have seen the corre-
sponding brochure on human 
dignity, with those amazingly 
powerful, moving photos of 
faces, especially eyes, that reach 
out and engage you. You see 
these people and instantly feel a 
connection to them.
	 Well, after thinking about the 
contrast with these captivat-
ing photos, I realized why the 
photo on the program spoke to 
me. We do not see the woman’s 
face. She’s depersonalized; she’s 
abstracted; she’s not valued. 
She is not seen as a human 
being. If anything, we see her 
headscarf and perhaps assume 
she is Muslim. That is all we 
know about her. To me, this 
failure to see a person beyond 
her religion is a powerful image 
of persecution, particularly 
religious persecution.
	 The award-winning 
American writer Toni Morrison 
once spoke about children, and 
I love this quote from her inter-
view. To me, it speaks to how 
we can and should respond to 
everyone, not just children. She 
said, “When a kid walks in the 
room—your child or anybody 
else’s child—does your face light 
up? That’s what they’re look-
ing for. . . . Let your face speak 
what’s in your heart. . . . It’s just 
as small as that.”8

	 By seeing people, by having 
our faces light up when we see 
them, we speak what is in our 
hearts. We see them. We see 
their challenges. Especially 
when they are not from our own 
religious tradition, when they 
are not from our own class or 
social status, when they are not 
from our own culture. When we 
see them and have our faces 
light up, we speak what is in our 
hearts.

	 Harvard psychologist Dr. 
Susan David commented about 
the Zulu greeting sawubona, 
which means “I see you.”9 Isn’t 
that a wonderful greeting? I 
want to see others. To me, this is 
the essence of human dignity: to 
see every individual around us 
and each person’s value.
	 I have a practice in my fam-
ily of praying with my children 
every night, and I often mention 
in my prayers individual family 
members, neighbors, or friends 
who are struggling with one 
issue or another, or myself 
when I feel I am particularly 
struggling. But one night my 
son asked me, “Mom, why are 
we just praying for people we 
know? Aren’t the people we 
don’t know suffering too?”
	 We all have difficulties in 
our lives. For some these are 
enormous, overwhelming, and 
life-threatening challenges—

persecution based on freedom 
of religion or belief or other 
issues. But the people who mat-
ter are not just the people who 
are my religion, my neighbors, or 
my friends.
	 I am an American, I am an 
Anglo-Saxon, I am a member 
of The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, and I am 
a Christian. And I know at 
times in the past that I have not 
always seen people who are 
not Americans or who are not 
white or who are not members 
of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints or who are not 
Christian. And for that I apolo-
gize and ask forgiveness. But my 
hope is that each of us can do 
better, that I can do better, that 
we can relate to everyone we 
meet, and that we can see them 
and greet them with sawubona—
I see you.
	 Thank you.
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